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Obſtinacy in them for which he would 
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+». deal with then ine» 
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moving from andrejeCting of them, Burt 
evidence his Love and Faithfulneſs to this neople that had been {o 


nezr him, and that he had ſo grac ouſly manifeſted Himſelf to.: the 
Lord promiſes to preſerve 4 Ren In this calamity, whom He ;. * 
woulc follow with fignal favours where's ever they ſhould be, caſts 4% 


and reſerve to better times. In the finiſhing and making up of. his 4:5 
Propheey.the Prophet intermixes many things by way of Comfort .to 
the godly, and T breatning to the wic kedeuneer all the great Revoluti- 
ons. of Providence that tho! uld hap pen in the accomplithment t of what»; 
was here fore-told . And becaulc this people of the Jews both good..- 
and bzd did too much confide in the Femple and the external] Rites 
and'Ordinances of God's w WY ew b among 'them: while jn 
the mean time they were nor ſuitably ſpifited notgdid fuitably«carry 
themſelves. The Prophet in the beginair is Gpapter beatg 
them off from that carnal confidences andy hem” the true wa. 
of obtaining and-re-taining DiriheFa 
beivain Confidence to reſt in*any externs 
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Yeconttanfly and "certainly depended ypon': But to'thic mam 
. look, even to lim that 1: poor "and of areontrite ſpirit and tremble 
at my Word. _ Gy | hee? 
od X ncerningghtformer part of the words,*there a riſe two Que» 
.AC1ONS ; | : , n +4 
"QUST. 1.: What is the Amecedunit gp the Relativ®thoſe, thoſe things 
which its ſaid God had made, and that they had been? © 
ANSW. Some refer it tothe Hedvea: and Earth mentioned in the 
beginning of tne firſt. verſe. Then, and whatſoever is contained in 
them, all the works of,.Creation which we behold, above or below, 
in the Sky or Heavens, organi" earth. Others refer it Ws. 
Houſe that had been built unto God, that had 'been the 'place oF*--- 
His reſt viz. the Temple mentioned in the latter part 'of the firſt 
verſe. it'is not inconſiſtent or impoſlible but borh.may be referred 
to, having 'been juſt * before bath mentioned, and the repeating of? 
the Relative is not unlikely, Þut-doth intimate ſo muck ; All thoſe 
things hath My hand; made; wit the works of Creation. Anil att 
thoſe things have been, viz. haye pertained to my Temple, 
Houle, Reſt and Ab6de among yon. N 
QUEST. IT. What '3s the ſcope and arift of theſe words, to what ena. 
ave they thus expreſt ? | For all thoſe things hath mine haud made Cc. 
ANSIW. They may impott either 
*r. Seeing that God is HE who has given being to il things, one and 
another, He cannot be {uppofed to have any need of, to receive be- 
refit by, or be engaged «70 Man for any ſervice he hath done Him. 
And fo they reſpeCt and may be joyned with the following words at- 
ter this martner, 9. 4. Although I who AM the Authour and Crea- 
torof all things whatſoeyer, cannot therefore need or be engaged to' 
"Aly creature, yet I will condeſcend to fhew-grace to ſuch who are of-# 
truly bumble mind, and-do fear before Mc. My Greatnefs half nor 
hinder Me dwelling wit2, and regarding the lowly in ſpirit. Or elle 
2. It may be as if the Lord ſhould ſay.” * Its true My Temple, 
My Houſe, My Reſt, My Worſhip, Order and Ordinances have beer: 
among you: Al! thefe things have beew* But the bare Being of theic 
is no certain Sign of My continuing Preſence and Favour ; Thicre 
may be many things that may drive Me away, notwithſtanding all 
that may have beer, of this nature: But -herg Þgive you a certain 
mark by which you may try and . be allured of My Favour , 
Vit, it theſe following properties be found in-you z That yon be 
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" -pgor; contrite in ſpirit, and tremble at My Word,” Put t6 this wag . 
 — #1Þ I look, even to bim that isoor, &c, : 
a I ſhalt alittle openthis latter part of the words, - 

But to this man ] ſcil. To every ſuchmanz or Woman 3 ahtd. 
therefore to any Cgnipany or 5oopt of ſuch men as ſhall be-ſo ſpi- 
rited ; To any peaple that are Fuch a frame- What agrees to 

_ Taaividuals, will alſo agree togehe whole, that-is made up of ſuch 
Individuals. m 

Wilt I 199%” Verbs of Senſe denote alſo ſuitable and proportion- 

able aetions. It imports ho [> 100k with favour and ac- 
_CepkMion, to reſpect, regard, take fiotie@ghd take care of, to accept 
-With good, Will, to embrace with Favour and Loves. So Exod. 2. 25, 
God looked upoz the children of Iſrael, aiid God had reſpect to them , 
— Numb. 1615. ſes was very wroth. ang ſaid to thg Lord, reſpeCt not 
thou their off erirg. Pal. 11. 7. His eonntenance” doth behold the up- 


right. Amos 5. 22. Tour meat-off eringg*will nataapcept, neither will 
1 regard --- which is the ſame wa th this:herg in the Text. 

” Even to him that is poor ] The wordWmetimegAgmihes thoſe which 
are outwardly poor and -zfMiicted, al ſuch frequently is the conditi- 
on of thoſe in this world. who find-mbt Favour with God. But here 
It-is to be underſtood of” ſuch who ar&/pirizazlly poor; or poor in 
their own ſight and eſteem, poor in ſpirit, as they are called ſar, 5, 3. 
that think modeſtly, lowly, mcanly of themſelves, They are meek 
and humble, that feel their need of divine atiſwers to their cries, 
and of divine Help. All men indeed are. poor in ſpiritual regards, 
Þut it is the man that does duly ſcr/e his ſpiritual poverty, who un- 
derſtands himſelf to be and bears himſelf as a poor *man, that is here 
»meant, Qu nibil altrum de ſe ſapit. His heart 15 not hanghty, nor his 
eyc loſty, and he feels and believcs that there is no cauſe they ſhould. 

And of @ contrite ſpirit ] The word properly ſignifies /-rren in fpi- 
rit, and intends one whoſe heart ſmites him for his Sins and ſinful- 
neſs, whoſe ſpirit is grieved-and wounded under his guilt and pol- 
lution, who is in bitternes byJooking on his Lord whom he has pierced 
by bis fins, and his heart yeilds and falls under the Lords threatning 
of, and ſentence againft.his ſin. 

And trembleth at my,word] i. e That hath a filial fear of God 
wrought in his heart bythe Word, ſo as to ſtdfid in aw of the Word 
and with Revcrence to receive and attend it. This Trembling ( ac- 
coxding to the uſe -of the. word. [. Hharad'} imports 
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(3) 0 "ON 
"PF. An Aw of the Word of God: that it commundr&c ffills the hears "0 
that there is a fear ofthe threatnings, a fear of incurring the penalty == .. 
of unbelief ef and diſobedience tothe Word ; A fear of Begleting _.,- 
the Comman&. and loſing the Reward . propoſed in © the 'Word. ©". 
Amos" 3. 6, 8. Shall atrumpet ( to which the vote of the Lords Prom. 
phet convincing of ſin by the word 1s-compared ſai. 58. r. Lift up 
thy voice like a trumpet;-and ſhew my people their tranſgreſſ.on. )#s 
blown in the City and the people not be afraid? The Lion bath roared » 
( i-e. the Invincible irreſiſtable GOD hath threatned judgment by 
His word ) who wt not fear ft is expetted ſuch Reproofs-and 
Threatnings by the word "ſhould work an Aw. = 
2. Acareful ſolicitude to attend the DireCtion and Preſcript of the. 
Word of God.” To giveit due entertainment, to: have it flouriſh 
and proſper, In this ſence the word is uſed, 2. Xing. 4. 13. Bchold 
thou haſt been careful for us with all this care, It is fuch a trembling, 
not as makes men fly from Ggd, but as makes them moſt careful wo 
ſubject to theavilleEGod rota in- his Word, as makes them buſie 
themſelves'to-perforin, and doFwhat Gods Word requires. | 
3. A making haſt toattend the commands of Gods Word. Make- 
ing ſpeed withont delay tq obey the word of God as that which we 
are afraid to put off or neglet at all. So th&word ſometimes ſini- 
fieth to run in baſte, or to run infear or with trembling, 
*.*Thus God here gives the character of thoſe whong He will in favour 
and mercy look to or upon. And this is to be underſtood as excluſive. 
of all others, ſci!. that they are theſe only that God is engaged thus 
to look upon. He has ſomething elfc to iay to thoſe of a- contrary 
pirit and frame. P/al. 138. 6, Thongh the Lord be high, yet hath He 
refpett to the lowly, but the proud he knoweth afarr off. And-this the 
»eventy'do direftly point to in their rendring this lz:tter clauſe thus, 
K+ epi tina epiblepſo «I e epi ton tapeinon oc, And upon whom ſhoutd ... 
T look bat upon F or unto 7] bim"that is poor Fe, And I have ſeen an 
old Engliſh Tranſlation that renders the words in like mauner. 9. 4. 
Whom elſe can-it be thonght -ſhonſ@Tegard with Favour and fer 
My heart upon, but ſuch as are herecharatterized ? But.theſe-I will. 
| Whence we"may obſerve ;, | | 
DOCT. That whatever may have been the ergat Works of God in 
the World, or bis ſignal Diſpenſations toward any people; yet the ſtanding 
Tryal of a perſon's, and ſo a peoples Acceptation with God, is their being of 
# poor and canrite ſpirit, aud NS #t His Word, 3 
4 = 


Iva 


% 


(*6:N 


| -  Fe-this. further confirmed Iſai. 57. 15, For thus ſaith the in} and" 


- 


Lofty Ort that inbahiteth Eternity whoſe Name is HOLT, I dull in the 
High, and. Holy placg, with him alſo that 1s of. a contrite gd humble ſpirit, 
to revipe the ſpiritaf the Frble and. to revive the heart.of the contPite 
ones. Ho. 14. 3+ 1z Thee, the fatherieſs fudich mercy. © Prov. 3+ 34: He- 
| Ss grace to the lowly. Pal. 51. 47. The ſacrijices of God are @. 

rokgn_ ſpirit, a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe... 


I-ſhall endeavour. to lead you tg the plain and clear underſtanding 
of 'this Truth, by theſe following Congluſions; 
Cond). I: Ai the great Things done jn the world, they arc the work of God.. 
His hand has made. and framed the whole. Fabrick of Heaven & Earth. 
He hath hung out the Globe of this World ; hung. the Earth upon 
nothing ; drawn over the Canopy of the Heavens ; laid the foun- 
dation of the carth in.its place ; Creaged that Fountain. and Center of. 
Light, Hear, & Influence in this rn the $7; together with 
; All the leſſer 1:ght Bodies, which are imes, for Signs & tor Seaſons, 
the Moon & Stars; and He hath ſet &. ſettled the Ordinances for them 
all. Pſal. 102. 25. Of old haſt thou laid the foundation of the earth, © the 
Heavens are the work of thy hands. Jer. 3t+ 35. 1hus ſaith the Lord, 
which giveth the Sun for. a light by day, and the Ordinances of the magn & 
of the | for. a light by night ; which dfvideth the Sea, when the waves 
thereof roar The Lord of Hoſts is his Name. The Seas, the vaſt 
Mountains alſo, and the. Wind 1o undiſcernable. in-its motions, and 
ather ſtrange Meteors, they are His Work. Amos 4, 13. For lo, 
He that formeth the. mountains and createth the wind, and declareth un 
#0 man. what is his thought, that maketh the morning darkneſs, and treads 
«pon the high places of the earth: the: Lord; the God of Hoſts is His Name. 
Job 37. with 38. Chap.. The continued Creation of thoſe Beings 
That are ever coming -p, and going of the Stage of this world, by a 
perpetual, orderly Succeſſion and propagation, they are alſa His 
Work. Pfal. 104. The whake Adminiſtration of Providence in the 
Uphalding and Government of all created Beings, in-a-way of higheſt 
Wiſdom.and exaCt Order, it is 4/{ His work; All great Revolutions, 
ſignal and remarkable Diſpenfations, Things beyogd+ the ordinary 
Gourſe-and power of Nature, or ſuch as de -ſhew forth the. higheſt 
ſtrains of Wiſdom, Power, Grace or Juſtice, He doeth.. them. all - 
fal. 74. 12, --- 17. For GOD is my Kitg of . o:d, working ſalvation 
3 he midſt of the earth, Thou aidjt avide 3 ſea by Thy ſtrength. Tho 
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bends of the: Leviathan 'in pieces, and g4veſ hins LOR. ” RAT" TO, ww 
ehe people. inhabiting the Wildermſ? . I han didſt cleave F an 2-48 
tain and the fload: thou driedſt up mighty rivers . T bit” day «a 
thine, and the night alſo ts thize, thou” haſt prepared the light ay 
the Sun... Thou vaſt ſer alt the borders of the earth : thow hajt mag POE 
ſummer @nd winter . Thoſe potable changes in_rke World Its hs.” .. 
the promating or ſuppreſling, &xalring, or bringing down of Kings 4 
dorms, Nations, Provinces or Perſons, they, are all wrought by $3 
Him. Pal. '75. 6, 7, 8- For promotion cometh weirher from the 
Eaſt, nor from the Weſt, nor from the South .. But God 45 the 
Judge, He 'pwteth down are, and ſerteth up another . For the: 
#hand of the Lord there is a cup, & the wine is red: It 1s full of mixtiaes 
C& He poureth out of the ſame. Ezek. 17,24. And.all the trces of the field 
Prall know that 1 the LORD hawe brought down the high tree, bave 
exalted the low txee, have dried up the green tree, and have nade the dry 
rree to flouriſh: 1.the LORD: bave [rcken, arid have ane it. The 
Yearly ſeaſons," alſo Sced-time 'and Harveſt, Surumer and Win 
tcr, binding np .aad covering; . the earth - with Froſt,, ice an? 
Snow, and the relealing.,apd renewing. of the face of 3s 
Earth again, it's WHis-work. Pal. .147. 15, 18 He fendeth forth 
Commangment upon earth ;, His Word runnah very ſwiftly. He gurl 
Snow liks wool, He ſcattereth the boar froſt like aſhes. He caffeth fort 
bis ice like morſels,, who can fland. before His cold ? He ſendetly 
gut His Word ang. melteth them: He cauſeth His mind ta blow 
and the waters flow. Pial.-+04. 29,30: Thou hideff thy face. 
they are: troubled : T how takeſt away their breath, they dye, and vem 
|. * turn to their diſs. Thow ſendeſt. forth thy. ſpirit, they are creat= 
\ ed: and thou reneweft the face of the Earth. Theſe as all other 
| great, works. whatſoever, they are. the Lords. Nothing is done 
without Him... . Le:...3. 37. Who # be that ſaith and it comes ta: 

paſs, when, the, LORD commaenas '4t not ? Pial. 136. 4. 10 Hims, 
who alone, does great Wenders.. Hence in conſideration of this, 
let the: Lord's Peopl- fay. as they, Jer.” 14: 22. Art thou nos 
He, O LORD our GOD? therefore we will. wait wpon thee; for Thom 
haſt made all theſe things. | 

Concl. LI. God's Di ſpenſations many times to this or that People} 
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KinduchyGrace and 'good Will *to-them He does more for ont 
ople” many times, © great deal, than He does for 


al. 147+ 19. 20. He ſheweth His Word wato Jacob, 


"10 with ary nation. He not only proſpers them in the World 
| ove others, but makes known and gives forth more of Him- 
Jelf as to viſible Diſpenſations 'and outward meanes and advan- 
tzpes for Heaven than He- doeg#to others. Thus fſignally did 
God diſpence to Seth, in whoſey Family” and Race the Worſhip 
of God and the. vifible Adoption and Covenant was continued, 
Grief, 4- 26. And to Seth, to him alſo there was born a ſon '.-- 
then began men to call upon the Name of the Lord. Or to be 
' diſtinguiſhed by calling #po, or” being called by the Name of 
the Lord : Religions Worſhip being eſpecially attended in 
Seth's Family, when loſt by cthers, hence thoſe of his poſterity 
( though they afterward Degenerted ) are called. the Sons of 
God, and fo diſtinguiſhed from the Laughters of men, Gene. 
6 2. That the ſons of God ſaw the daughters of men . Thus fig- 
nally did God diſpenſe to Noah, ( who when all the World 
defides were overthrown with a deluge of waters ) found grace 
in the eyes of the Lord and is ſaved” with his houſe in the 
Ark, Geneſ. 6. 8. and 7. 23. Andevery _ ſubſtance was det 
frayed, which was upon the face of the ground, both man_and cate. 
zl and the creeping things and the fowl of the heaven, and they 
were deftroyed from the tarth, 'and Noah only remained alive, and 
they that were with bim in the Ark, To Abraham alſo, whom God 
Feparated from his idolatrous kindred, revealed Himſelf *moſt 
gracioully ro, made of him a great Nation, appropriated Bleſſ- 
ing to him, and to them that 'ſhould blefs' him, and Curſing 
to them that ſhould curſe him, Ger. 12.'1, 2, 3- Now the Lord 
bad ſaid uiito' Abrabam, Get thee ent of thy Counrey anil "from 
thy kindred, and from thy Father's houſe, unto'a land that 1 wilt 
fhew thee. And 1 will make of thee a great Nation, \and 1 wil 
bleſs thee and." make thy Name great, and thou ſhalt be a Bleſſmg. 
And-T will bleſs them that ef; thes, and curſe bim that curſeth 
thee :. ,and in thee. ſhall all families of the earth” be. bleſſed. © Joſh. 24, 
2,3. Tour fathers dwrle on the other ſide of the floud in old time , 
even Terah® the father of Abraham, and the faiher's Nachor : 
: : A113 


(9) >.» 
and erved other Gods, And 1 took, your fafher Abrahams. 
_Y 1 fide of the floud ,, and led-bim throacheng Jall the 241 
Land of Canaan and ninultilicd his feed and gave him Iſazc, "Moſt © 
ſignal were the Diſpenſations of God to- the Children of: 
Iſrael, whom God choſe out of .all Pcople to be a peculiat 
people to Himſelf, ro bear His Name; in the world, to, dwelf” 
in His preſence, to be betruſted with al} the Ordinances . of 
His Hoxſe and viſible Kingdom, to have God nigh to them 
in all that which they called ypon him for, to work wonder- 
fully and gloriouſly for them in all their neceſſities and diſti- 
culties. Exod. 19. 33 -- 6. And Moſes ment up mito Gody and 
the Lord called to bim owt of the mountain, ſaying, Thus ſhait thou 
ſay _to the houſe of Jacob, and tell-'the Children of 1ſraet + Ys 
have ſeen what 1 did to. the Egyptians, and how I bart: you 
on Eagles wings and brought_you unto My Self.,, Now there-.' 
are it ye obey My voice indeed, and keep. My Covenant, then 
ye ſhall. be a peculiar treaſure -unto me above all people.: ' for, 
all the' Earth is Mine., And ye ſhall be. unto. Me a Kingdome 
of Prieſts, and an; holy. Nation. * Dew, 26, 18. 19- And the 
Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his peculiar peop 

| as He hath promiſed-thee, angthat thou ſhouldeſt Keep all. His 
| Commandments. And to make thee high above all Nations whick 
| He hath made, in Praj/e, and in Name, and in Honor and that 
| ou .mayſt be_an holy people unto the Lord thy -God, as He 
| hath ſpokefi, Dew... 4. 7. For what Natjon & there ſo-grear, 
| who bath God ſy nigh unto them as the Lord our God i: in all things 
| that we call uyon Him for. Signal alſo were the Lord's Diſc - 
| penſations #0, and fo the priviledges and Advantages” of thoſe 
places where our Lord Jeſus in the dayes of His fieth did moſtly 
converſe, preach, and. do his mighty works, viz the Region of 
Galilee and Citjes thereabout, - Mat. 4+. 23. And Teſs went about 
all Galilee teaching in their Synagogues, and preaching the Goſpel of the 
Kingdome ;, and healing all manner of ſfuckneſs and all manner of 
Diſeaſe among the people . The like favour, was afterwards ſhown 
to. thoſe places where Chriit's Apoſtles, and Evan eliſts were ſent 
in His Name, by His order, and with His , Authotity tb pub. 
liſh and preach the Goſpel of falyation, beginning at Ter#/a- 
lem, and palling through the Regions, of Jude and Samaria by 
: | B 2 ES > - ns 
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s men; Yet they are mo certain Evidence of 
ſpecial and enre Acceptance with God, AS 
4Aation and 'exrernal Providence ,"the bene. 
n to atf the inhabitants of the World: God 
is 'on the evil & on the good; and Tendeth rain 
uſt. fat. 5. 45- Its true, the Lord doth 
fs the righteous , and blaſt the wicked ; but 
r and perpetual, as'that any man can nicerty 
/ know tove or hatred to be in God to 
befare him. Things” fall ont alike to 'alt 
one event to the righteous and to the wic- 
:. And as to ſignal difpenſations of vitible 
priviledges z what God hath done, or is 
1d continuing his Goſpel, Worſhip and Or- 
h a great advantage and hopeful roken , yet 
concluding mark of ſpecial tayour and of the 
e Salyation, For 
: x. They 


Tit) 


Tt. . They may be abuſed by thecorrugtions and flfnl wegtelts of © 
wiz, True grace in a Saint 'is. ndt Tabjett to a totalalffe , bur” <7 
every other thing, even the toſt gtorious Enjoyments. and _. 
Priviledges men have in this life, may be abuſed. Men may 
( and would to God there were none. here that did fo! ) livg 
under , the moſt clear Goſpel 'Light, in the pure , peaceable ,/ 
free - Enjoyment” ,of Goſpel Order and Ordinances , be oblige _ 
by manifold Kindneſſesfrom God," themſelves have great Knows, ' - .” 
ledge. in Religion, and mdke fligh profeſſion with much Cri- 
ticalneſs therem; and yet Hive in ſome ſin openly or ſecretly, 
be cnilaved to fone baſe defiling 1ſt, wherewith rhey may n6t 
only. pollute themſelves, -but others alſo. Ler the Heuven hear- 
and the Earth give car, let them be aſtoniſhed at it, be hore 
Tibly afraid; and be very deſolate, for it may be foond that 
they whom God hath nooriſhed and brought up as Hts - child- 
ren, do rebel againſt Him -tffat the Lord's own people do for= 
{ike Him the Fountain of living waters, and goe to empty or 
' muddy Ciſterns: © As the Lord emphaticafly complains of ehewms 
tin 1a. 1. 2. and Fer. 2. 125 13. Priviledged profefiors, Pro- 
feſſors in New-England may. be diſcovered to be firmers ; ſome 
to be proud, hanghty, high-minded, ſupercilious, ſelf-exalting,/ 
arrogant , others to be ſenſual, intemperate, corrupt, fleſhly,.. 
laſciyious;, ſome ro be Company-keepers, to fit and ipend tune 
with, Vain perions ; othets to be vorarets, tnjuft, oppreſſing, 
defrauding and over-reaching sthets; ſome to be revilcrs,” rai 
lers, ungoverned in their ' ſpeeches and exprellions'; others rac 
be deſpiſers of that, wh: is good, &c. | 

Moreover, There may be under ſuch Enjoyments, Grievous' 
and horribte' Neglefts,' receiying the Grace of God ( 1n - Goſpel: 
offers and} ntink of Salvation ') i vain ; Wofut- formalivy and) 
Mghtinefs itt hoty Duties, men hot ſtrring up ' themſelves 26: 
ſeek GOD, reſting ina" nave 15 live : Carnal confidente* inf 
priviledges and former viſible enjoyments of Divine Favour, Jer. 
7-4. Want of Zeal for GOD! His Service and Glory, againſt: 
Sin': Too great Indyfgence ts Sin and Sinners,” in compliance? 
with «the taxneſs,-Loofneſs #nd Tpirit of the Times;! Utulfew! 
ctedneſs with, and Unreclaitnedneſs *nder the loud-fpoaking voice! 
of God's Diſpenſations: 'Zeph. 3i 12,56, 7 © Wo to = 
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that filthy : and polluted to the opprefſing. City ; She obeyed not the 
voice ©: ſhg-nexerved not CorreBtiow 7. ſhe rruſted n0t ix» the LORD ; 
\ fog, &rem Mot near to her God.---- The juſt Lord «s in the midſt 
thereof, — === tuery morning doth He bring Hu Judgments to light, 

He faileth. not, but the unjuſs. bwoweth xg ſhane. 1 kave cu off 
- the Nations: ---- } {aid ſurely thou wils fear mee tho wilt 
regeive tr;j\ruttion --= but they aroſe early and corrupted alt their doing. 

2. Sc offences in a people are mot ſeciagd front grovoking God's 
Dsſpleaſure and dr awing down: pum [bmant by any, fignat Diſpenja- 
&10ns ,, ſuch: a prople have been under...” However ncar any have 


Six mithin will tumble thens down, again , Obad. 3. 4+ And 
the. Holy Oracles. of Truth tell. vs, that Corruptiens and Neg- 
lets, after and under ſuch: fignat Diſpenſations-. ( 1.) They do- 
es prowuke Divine diſpleaſ#'rc. God: is. more offended with the: 
.miſcacriages..of fuch. as He hath. brought near to Himſelf than 
with.-oibers 5 | It, is. un Goſs ageount. an. aggrayation of. lin , 
Naube 32 .. 43» And when the. Lord ifaw it - He abhorred then! 


therefore ( 2. ). 7 hey 1d expoſe tar greater and. ſorer puniſhment - 
Thus Chriſt told. Capernanm, Chorazzr, and Beth[aidah, Mat: tr 


'God's favour, and fell under the ſevere effetts of His diſplea- 
fore. As their caſe is. lamentably deſcribed, and you may rea 
An Len.2. 3. -- 9. The Churches of Aſia alſo-and other Churches 
4 among; -whom,, #5 golden: Candleſtick, the- Son, of. man ſome= 
; tines. gloriqully walked ) throygh. their, degeneracy and ins 
. haye-loſt-/all,- been overthrown: and. ſagk into Ruine.. 


Conc. 4+ There 15. that which is « certain Evidence and. flanding 
#ryal. of ac perſon, 4nd; people's. Avceptation with. God. God has 
not; left men: altogether. in: the; dark, and. /at-. uncertainty, in 
And. with mercy. Tho” - Priyiledges. will, not;,.. yet. Hoe "ny 

h ' vals 


© beea lift vp to Heaven by mercyes, this..;{, &:4om .co kaken, ] this, 


Aeqanſe of, the, provoking of _ bis ſuns_and of His daughters. And ' 
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* Qualifications which will infallibly evidence fpecial Paronns, Wow 
need not be at a loſs if we will conſult and TradySthe Di 
vine Will, what wee may depend upon for His” tation 
and Salvation. The ſpiritually wiſe do underſtand, and the 
prudent do know theſe things ; what courſe is to be taken 
that they may ſtand before the Lord, have His preſence with, 
and grace towards them.” If men be fo qualified as the Word 
of God declargs and- requircs$- He will fave them from trou- 
ble, or at leaſt-Ye will be ith them when in ontward trou- 
ble, and ſupport them therein ; and He will everlaſtingly fave 
them. There arexa number or ſort of people whom God does. 
bear a Favour to, ' to whom good belongs, who ſhall rejoice 
with 'gladneſs and ſhall glory. Pal. 106. 4, 5- Kemember me 
O Lurd with the favor that thou beareſt unto thy prople: O te 
ſit me with thy Salvation ;, that I may ſee the good of thy choſen, 
that I may rejoice in the gladntfs of thy nation, that I may glory 
with thine Tnheritance, Whom Ged will bleſs and conpaſs with 
Favour as a ſhield. 'Pſal. 5- 12. For thon Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, 
with Fruvour wilt thou compaſs him as with a ſhield. 


Concl. 5. The ſtanding tryal of 'a perſon's ' and. ſo « peoples Ac- 
Ceptation with God, us their being, of a poor and contrit ſpirite, ang 
erembling at His Word, The Text is plain and peremptory for, 
this, from the Lords own mouth : What is ſignified by theſe 
expreſſions, was ſhown in the opening of the words. In ſumme, 
they imply the meek, humble and lowly, the evangealically poory 
contrite and tremblers at God's Word. 

- __ Here 'may be conſidered, | 

I. Who are they that are poor, contrite, and humble, 

II. Whence it is that God- accepts of ant refpeCts fuch . 

111. 'How' God doth accept and lobk upon them. .. 


I. Who' they are that "are poor contrite and humble, meth_ and 
dowly , Or when a perſon. or people may be ſaid 'to bear the 
Charatter ' of the Text. And. they are and doe fo 

1. 'When they &re poar, contrite aud lowly in their Spirits and 
eſteem "of rhemſetves.” Prov.16.19. Better it 4 ts.be of an, humble {pi- 
Fir wich he Lonly «=> * when their Tpiricy are Kumble: Upto which 

- OJI* 


| C14) 
-Gontrition and lorbneſs of ſpiric,, there 15 requiſite the ſenſe and? 

*  achfiohlepgemonr I EVE 
. Jef f infinite Dsſtazce and Dzſproportion that 15 betwizet: GOD 
—_— That they are wormes. to. the. L,O-R.D:.. P/al. 22. 
6, But F am a worm. |lf*the nations. be, as. the drop of. a 
bucket and as the. (yall duſt. whichswo'at turn, the Ballance, 
1[zi.. 42. 15. what then* is a ſmallebandtal. of people, apd what 
ze lingle-perſons to Him 2; 4 "orgy. bag? 
2. Of. their Guiltineſs .and Bolt io by. 5:7 x, The. heart of 
the contrite-ſpirited. perſon, ſmites. him, an4,i$. wounded for. his 
fin, as its. contrary ta, God's. WH. afid Brlzneis? His ſins are 
before him. Pſal. 5.1. 2. Ay fin uw evet. before me.” The ſenſe 
of them, in their numhers. and aggrayationtis, take hold. upon 
him and. make his. heart. .cven . to. fail, Pſal. 40 12, For tnumera- 
kile evils bave compaſſed me. abaut 3 myne- tyiquities. have taken 


hold tpor, me, ſo that. I am nok, able to-; up :: they, are more 
than the hairs of. my bead, Fe. 6 my '% Fiterh me... Ard 
He. is, doubiful and. afrgid' of. ugſee er and faults. Pal. 
't9. 12 . Who. can kane bis. error# ?. Cleanſe thou me from 
ecret faults, He tren to.gftink how many. Words of God 

hath. caſt behind _ his_| .apd how prone he is. {tilh ſo 
to doe: For. the leſs Corruption/'any one. hath- remaining- ig 
bim,.the greater hurden it. 15 to. him ::-As on the. Contrary, they 
who haye moſt Corruption in them, feel is leaſt. . 

3. Of, their Unworthineſs ts receive, the leaſt: favour. and. mercy 
from God.. Geneſ 32+ 10. 1 am. not worthy of the leaſt” of all 
Yhe mercies, and of all the truth which thou_baſt phy unto, thy ſervant. 
Lnke. 15. 19. +--=-. and am no more. worthy. to be called thy fon. 
Look themſelyes through. and through, they -can. find: nothing 
*to build .any dlaim_ upon, to. the; ſmalleſt, mercy... All their 
righteouſneſſes- they know are.but filthy raggs,.. 17a :64. 6. 
Though. they pray earneſtly and ca'nt. take a denial, yet it is 
avith-a ſenſe. of their unworthineſs, ta receive; ..Dv.: 9.. 18, 10. \ 
DO my God, encling thine ear and hear >. open thine eyes-and:+ behold 
oxr Defolations, and' the City which is called; by thy Name: for 
we dp not preſent our ſupplicetions before thee for our righteguſneſſes, but 

or thy great Mercies: O. Lord, hear, Q Lard. forgive,  O. Lord 
arken and doe, defer not for thine. own Sake --=»- R 
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C15} 5, 
4. Of their Forfeiture of all that which they bave received. frofy 

God already : and Deſert ofthe greazeſt Evil. That they dglerve; « 
as Þ recefve nothing further; ſo to- be ſtript of all-that whictk *. 
they already have. And therefore nnder all affiftions and be=- 
&# When God ai ſnarply againſt them, they cam 


He, bs" pray (1c us" teſwryer 0:r taiguities deſerve, 


Z& $ I.CIES £70 "Va, Heclays Ezra. 9. I 3. 
Lam. 3, hs we upon ſparing Mercy and long=- 
ſuffering ; * at if 1 ould-mark Their iniquity, they * 
could not” Pfal. 130. 3. And therefore they humbly ac- 


knowledge- that God hag not dealt with them after their fins, 
nor rewarded theh@ccording to theirSiniquities. Pſa. 103. 10. 
Thegave not taker '{light'a view of themſeives and their 
ſins, as to imagine that Juſtice can demand no more of them. 

y. Of. ther abſolute mged of Divine help and grace upon alt accounts 
That wey cannot & but are moſt certainly undone without God's 


Grace and help in Wyiſt.” Their help, 4, their help, and their 
only help 18 in th s 2. Chron...20, f2. We have n0 might _ 
neither kyaw wee'What to doe, but aur cyts are upon thee. 


.2. When they are lowly, in their Carriage and behaviour of theme 
. felyges. The poor and Contrite-ſpirited perſon 
t. He ingenuouſly confeſſes all be knowes and is ſenſible of by 
himſelf, unt» God. He does not. ſeek to cover or cloak any of 
his weaknefs or wretchedneſs, but openly acknowledges all, he 
:s willing to ſpeak plain truth of himſelf before , and 17to God. 
And_the forementioned things which his heart knoves to be 
Truths concerning him,- with reſpe&t to God, he ſubicribes ta 
them all. . Zuke. 15. 21. Father 1 have ſinned --- and am 10 more: 
worthy ---- He humbly receives his Doom and Sentence frone 
the Word of God, the Judgement it paſſes upon him. To 
this praftice of Humiliation, God would: have his finning peo= 
ple brought, to confeſs their treſpaſles and humbly declare their 
acceptance of the puniſhment of their iniquity, juſtifying God , 
therein. Levit. 26. 40. 41.:1f they ſhall confeſs their iniquities, 
and the wniquities of their fathers, with their treſpaſs which they 
treſpaſſed againſt me, and" that alſo they have walked contrary utt= 
to me; ard that I alſo have walked contrary to them, = have 
” ron ht 
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them into the-land of their Enemies ; if then their nneireumz. 
F7 bal! arts. be humbled, 41d they then accept of the poniſhncac 
of their 1 iniquities , then will I remember --- 

2. He layes himſelf down before God, to be dealt. with as "He 
ſees meet, 2. Sam. 15. 26. Bf ifs He _thys ay, hat delight 
#7 thee : Buhl here aft f, let Him Tos - t | 
unto Him, If He wy refuſe tp. p 
. fies and clears Him : If He 7 ap | 
Mercy . Therefore he We his*moufh im the P | 
may be hope- for him, and . he may reeeive an ing from God, 
Who- is ſo tar aboye him and of Whorf he his ſoil deferved. 
Lam. 3. 29. He kiſles the rod when .laq@53n#the auſt 4. and 
ſubmits himſelf to God's ſovereign diſpoſal « To this Weree 
'of practical humility and ſubmiſlion God brought His pegple 
before He afforded them Deliverance. in & deſperate caſa” Ju, 

10. 15. And the Children of Iſrael ſaid . unto the Lord , we do 
ſenned, die thou unto. us what ſopuer ſeemeth good. uo thee; * ' deliver us. 
4s only, we pray thee this day. 

3. He humbly accepts of offer'd Mercy by a Mediator and Swety., 
To be beholding to Hint. for all, and to rake all upon His Acs. 
'<ount. He looks for Merit and Righteouſhes that may procure , 
him good e!/-where, fee!inz he hath none in himſelf : And there=- + 
fore he prizes exceedingly the Hope fet before him, which te: 
flees to. Luke. 18. 13, He would not ſo much as lift up Bis eyes tg. 
Heaven, but [more upon his breaſt, faying,, Goa be merciful*ro me & 
ſmner. Which mercy to a ſinner can be only through Jefus Chriſt 
the Mediator. Thus a backſkding people when humbled, pray 
the Lord's Favour for his Names ſake. Jer. 14. 7. 0” Lord, 
tho' our iniquities teſtifie againſt us, doe thou it for thy Names ſake, 
for our back-ſlidi, gy are many. 

4. He ſu ibjcets | pimſelf to be mgm fy and ordered by the Will of 
his Lord. Let God command and diſpoſe of him, he will not 
withſtand in the leaſt ; but yield and: comply. He fears to ſtand 
againſt any Command of God, Counſel or Warning from Him, 
Thos when 1/-acl under threatnings of God's departure were found- 
Iy . hvn bled, they ſeriouſl; reformed themfelves. by the Word of 
&od, and found compailion in His ſight. Judg. 10. 16. And they put 
Away the ftrmge Gods from among them, and ſerucd the Lord:. and His 
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Nt: oval was evieved for the miſery of, Iſrag. IF 5% F 
le behaves hirfifctf ah "bar! ly. \Prleringyy aÞ thin; a 

| rondſpirit has hay indir, Plas 1 3742 ;:2- | gm 2: wa 
ughty,. nor 7:0 Ges afty = neither +> 7 Para ”y ſelf 
p. ary; & in. thy; "WS roo high for me. SurU) I bave be= 
goed wy ſelf as a "child uhat | 5 wearced of Lis m m__— my 

9 b red. 4 # child. - He bears and carries himſelf as'@ 
, meek and fumble man : not proudly, confidently, arrogant- 

Ig. &c. His: behaviour teſtifies is lowlineſs and mecknets of 
ſpixit before, and #owards God and, men, as one that ſecks not 
now wo way, not to lift up himſelf, © not to ſer" forth himſelf, 
fer »p himſelf: But it 1s clearly another thing which he 
po "deſigns, viz. the promoting the work and honour of Chriſt 
due wayes and meanes, thinking mcanly of, and humbly 
= TE therein . Act, 20. 19. Serving the Lord with 


- 


all huanWy of mind. This ſhould be the carriage - of- all thoſe 
that preſs themſelves to be the Lords people. Phil. 2. 3, 4+ 
Let nothing be done through ſtrife cr vain glory, but in /owlineſs. 
of mind let cach eſteem other better than themſelves. Look 
Not every man on his own things, but every man alſo on-the things 


. of others . 


TI. Wherce is it that God accepts and reſpects the humble & lowly ? 
It is indeed, wonderful condeſcention in the Infinite G OD, thus 
to vouchfafe His Regard to ſich low worms as the beſt of the 
children of men are. That the Great G © D ſhould look up- 
on ſuch nothings, is a great ſtoop. P/al. 138, 6. Jho' the LORD 
be high, yet He has Reſpett ro the lowly. Theſe dont indeed. re 
aiſſentire, but they do ratione : They do'nt in Reality diſagree 2 
for It is a truth that God doth reſpect ſuch, but they do in-Reaſor; 
for it's admirable that the Fiyhbeſt and the loweſt ſhould thus 
meet. Pſal 8. 3, 4. When I conſider thy Heavens, the work, of 
thy fingers, the Moon and Stars which thou haſt ordained : What 
is man” that thou art mindful of him? and the fon of man that 
thou viſiteſt him? The reaſons and grounds hereof are 

1- Becauſe It i the Lords's Free will and good pleaſure. This 
is the bottom cauſe He.is pleasd thus to doe wonderfully 
fat. 11. 25, 26, =» and haft revealed them uno babes; even % 
CG 2 F, ts 
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Father” forth it [ce gaod inwhy (fly. [T Sap. 12. 22, i | 
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it bas Then ſed'rhe Lord to make yo 2 

"2s Becauſe . Theſtfo moſt tru] rhe Lord. There 

the Eord fo accept and look upon-them, above: others.” The 

= have their eyes to - and . upon the Lord, 'and ther | 
ord will have His eyes upd them. In then rhett'ts.the Moſt 


free and open paſage for the Lord to way fr their fouls 
with all His Power, Authority, Sovereignty, Glory. and Grgees 
True Contfrition, Humiliation and Poyerty of fpirit opens 
heart to 'God to let Him in, to come and do all for the ſaw} 
2s belongs to a God to doe. but on the Contrary,” Height, of 
Spirit and Unbrokenneſs of heart with-holds that” due 
from God, and ſo barrs His ſo full pallage 9, full poſlefii- 
"on of, and dominion over the ſoul. And God hath ſaid;*that. 
as men are diſpoſed and carry to Him, fo "te wall cargy Him- 
felf to them: And therefore He wilt regard and Wave the 
afflicted and . humble people. P/al. 18. 25, 26,”27. ub 
the merciful thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf merciful, with an upright man 
thou wilt ſhew thy ſelf upright, with the pure Thou* wilt ſhow 
thy ſelf pure, and with the froward thou witt jhew thy ſelf froward ., 
For thou wilt ſave the affifted people, but wilt bring down the high looks, *." 

3. Becauſe Theſe do moſs gladly look, to, and depend upon the Me 
gintor, in whom God is well pleaſed. Whence they thus, Improve 
ing and honouring Him, God hath a gracious reſpe&t. them far 
His ſake. 


III. How Ged dith logk wuporr and accept the humble and lowly ? 
It is. with ſpecial and peculiar Grace: He looks Favourably on 
them. Such are the greateſt Favourites in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Mat. 18. 4. Woyfocver therefore ſhall humble himſelf as this little child, 
the ſame #5 greateſt in rhe Kingaom of Heaven. He takes pleaſure in 
them. Pſal. 147. Lt: The Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear Him, 
He will inſtru&t them. Pal. 25. g. The meek will He guiat in judgment, 
& the meek_will He teach His way. He will communicate'His grace to: 
them Tam. 4. 6.---- dnt 7ives Grace to the bumble, He will dwe!l with 
them. 1/ai. 57 15- GOD. will make His ſettled abode in the 
humble foul ; owne and uſe it as: His ſpecial propriety ; place 
ga. 4/-place what He fees meet there; He will remember then, 
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rching, and trying. T ” Pſal. 9+. 12. Whek the 
for blond, He remembers them ; He forgers.mot tht: 
le-;” He will work for themg*ariſc* Kx. their Judgment, 
Melp and” Salvation. Pſal. 76. "v- Whcen*God , roſe to  ldge= 


Iifenzaup he meek, Job. 22. 29. And Hes ſpall ſve the humble 

perſon,. He will doe what is good, what is indeed beſt, for ſuch 
as/are indeed. lowly and humble : - In -the day when they crp 
Hee will anſwer them :” and if Hee do not give them qutward 
dgliverance, yet He will ſtrengthen them with ſtrength. in their 
*ſealsge with Faith, patience and - Courage to bear up, and hold 
ont pgder the Continuance of their preſſures, which will be as 
good and better to them than external deliverance. P/al. 138. 


3. In-the day: when I cricd, thou anſweredſt me, and ſtrengthenedit * 


me with'ſtrength in» »y Soul. God will be near athand to fap=; 
port agg ſave them #2 and out of the flonds or Fires of Aitſi- 
Ctien and calamity. P/al. 34. 18. The Lord is nigh to them that, 
are of a broken heart and faveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit. 


L USE. Itis of ſolemn Corviftion and Humiliation to us this 
day, That we have n9t been, that we are no more ſnch as God'hatlf 
declared His Aeceptace of, and Reſrett to. That we have been'and 
are no more poor, contrite and trembling art His Word. _ Alas 
that this People hath lain no more low before God. Let the 
Prophets of the Lord and all the Lord's people mourn, and their 
louJs- weep for the Pride of New- Engle: ud, as he Je 13.47 
But If ye will not hear it, my foul fþ Wy, _—_ in ſceret places for 


your price, and mine eyes ſal weep ore, and rxn djwn with tears; 
becat:ſe the Lord's f.;c!_ is carried away C: aptiz ze. O that wecould 
ſo take reproof ſrom God, as to make this place and this azy 
a Buchim) As they Juds. 2. 4, 5. Ard it-came fo paſs when the 
Angel of 1t £9 ra [pare > ſe words ( VI7. words of Cony icon 
and Reproof , ine not obercd wy woice: wiy have ye done ths ? 


ver.” 2. and words of Threatning; 1 will mot drive them out before 
A, but thy ſhall ce as thorns in your ſides ) into ll the Chilargn of 
1/racl, that the peorle life up their voice and wept : and they call: 4 

the name of that place Bochim. They were deeply aftefted, and 
greatly mourned uncer that Diyine Reproof,, Hath = Gog 
; poke 


ale Fog 


ta ſave all the mk of the earth. Pal. 147. 6, The Lorg-. 
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-ptainly and directly ot. -pf,our neplect to cher s 
CEL 4nd in- parcicular* gf the Tide . and, Lordlineſs of 
hearts, by that and*many®ather © words: Fer. 2. 31. OB ves 
bs rey fee ye the wi of the... Lord, have J been a wilderneſs unt 
Afracl ? a land of darinſ:? Wherefore fay my people, we axe Landes 
Be will come wo niore weto tlite ? H: 2d we not been ſtout agamſt 
the Lord, we could never have ſtood out againſt ſa-many ſolemn 

counſels and warnings upon. theſe and other cccafions, ' a5 wwe 
hg done. Oh that ( as it is faid of HH-4ikiab; and all the in- 
havita ints.of Jeruſal cm 2. Chren 22. 26. Notwithſtanding He7e« 
Kk:ah hambled himſc«lf for the pride of bis heart, both he, and thy, tit- 
habitents of FJerufaluim ſo ) all our Rulers, and all the. pgople 

dd bumble thimalies torr the Pride of their hearts ! Okis 
Would be a meanes to keep wrath off the Land, even that which 
has been threatned . / 

'Here Conſider, 1. What we have dove. 2. What we have 
* ſufertd for want of this bumble {pirit: Both which ſhonld con 
vince and abalec us. - 


1. What we bave done for want of thus ſpirit. The want of this * 
has been the cauſe of all our errors, of all. provoking errors in 


- Poctrine, Worſhip, in Adminiſtration both Civil and Eccleſi- 


aſtical, and in Converſation. The Pride and Unbrokenneſs of 
our hearts hath cauſed us in many Inſtances to wander ſrem the 


| path-way of Wiſdom and underſtanding. In general 


i. Hence. we he with-held from God Hers Right. what was due 
to Him : viz. The full honour of His Sovereignty, Power, *Au- 
thority' and Command over us. This has not been fully and 
praCtically acknowledged by us, which yet hath been dne from 
us. MAMal. 1.6. A fon honoureth his Father, and a ſervant his 
Maſter : If then I bea Father, where is my honour ? and if I 
be a Maſter, where is my Fear ? 4: ach the Lord of Hoſts unto 
you that deſpiſe my Name. 

2. Heace, We have taken to or ſtlyes nicre than our Right. More 
thag becomes ( not fo much creacures, as ) thoſe who profeſs 
utmoſt Reverence, Subjeſtion, Obſec,uiouſncſs ro, and as pgs 
por the Lord our Creator and Redeemer, as we have done. 1. Cor. 
£7, Þ. --- why doſe thou £ £lory as if theu ha zajt rot received it ? Now Je 
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eee 3s that we heve'no mone'duly. ſought God. Hence 
fought Him , - * - Os. 
., Nomuge Fully according to Hu Order, There has been much Ig- 
norgpce and. Miſtake in, and about” the things, of God's Houſe and 
Kingdom, | Sonie Ordinances,.of Chriſt laid by, and thrown aſide 
by , many.$if not deſpiſed and reproached. Too much baulking 
alio of known Inſtitutions and Commands : Men have not been 
willing  throughly to. ſubjeft themſelves tg God's Ordinafites and 
Inſtitutions, - efpecially when any thing of their own hath come 
at ally. time to be thwarted by them. »/: ,gz. It hath been too 
muekzan New-Englard, that the Diſcipline ef Chriſt in His Chur= 
ches. hath becn-in great part neglected; or attended according ' 
as it ſuited with, or happned to the humours, afteCtions, inter= 
elts or relations of ſome men, and ſo the Ordinance of Chriſt 
that ought to be attended and adminiſtred without pariiality, pres, & 
ſtrated to mens luſts. 

No more ſincerely and uprightly: But with ſo much Formality 
Hypocriſie, careleſneſs and indifferency in the Ordinances that have 


been attended. And all neglect of ſeeking God at all, or in due 
-order it ariſes from pride. P/. 10. 4. The wicked through the pride of 


bts countenance wil not ſeek after God . Though not alwayes from 
the pride of a wicked perſon, but ſometimes from unmortified 
pride in a righteous man. ; 

2. Hence we have been contentions, The wiſe man tells us what 
is the only cauſe of Contention. Prov. 13. 10. Only by pride comes 
contention. And how much of this, together with the evi} cons 
comitants of it, Jcalouſies, reproaches, Slanders, Alienations . of 
ſpirit &c. has there been in Churches and other Sccietics | The 
Remembrance of thoſe wofnl! Contentions that have been in 
many Churches, may juſtly humble ns this day; - as alſo the 
Diſſentions, Heart-riſings and counter-aftings, that have been 
in Courts and civil Aſſemblycs, while we were otherwiſe at quiet. 
Oh how high have we been in onr Conteſts wirh, and Cen- 
ſures one of another ! And it is lamentable. to conſider, what: 
Miſ-underſtandings, Jealaulies, Animoſityes, Prejudices and . evil 
eyes have been between Rulers and People, or ſome among _— 
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Oo which fide in avi Nate Differ of sppeehenſion about. the 


- mangSement* of publick affairs, which, did riſe, ſo . highg here 
was moſt blame, 1 ſhall n6r aff A ty I wiſkpthat- 
one; of whatſoeyer”© Opinion or Apprehenlion, n ert- , 


ſibſ&-of 'every particular wherein they have been omohgte way 
and too blame, in that or, any - other controverſy, w $ ab 
any time unhzppily ſpread anfong "us. - It is not ſo much differ- 
ence of apprehenſion ( that 45*common' to--men and the beſt of 
men in- this world about Cigcumſtantials and non-fundaagghrals ) 
as vehemency and bitterneſs of ſpirit, and the like evils*\riling 
from, and accompanying fich differences ( which ſacks "away the 
vital ſpirits of Goſpel-charity ) that has wounded- us. *W hat- 
ever provocations therefore there may have been at any M..h 
or Meribah of ours, Ft every one concerned take heed tfthe 
do not ſuffer any bitterneſs of ſpirit then taken, to ly andtankte 
into any. Malignity on one fide or other; for | intendHot one 
more than another + But earneſtly defire that ll the Lor&#s 
fervants, however for ſome time, through temptation falfing ont ; 
yet will in the end ſhow themſelves to be true Children of peace 
and lovers of Condeſcention. Rom, 12. 16. 18. 

' 3." Hence we have been atted by Self- Inter: ſt, It is ſad whert 


it may be ſaid of a Chriſtian people, or any of thoſe among” 
them that have the care or conduCt of publick Adminiſtrations, ' 


as Phil. 2. 20. 21. I haveno man like minded, who will natural 
ly care for your ſtate. For all ſeek, their own, not the Shings which 
are Jeſus Chrifi's, When ſome private Intereſt of their” own, 
their own Advantage, Preferment, Fame and Repuration or the 
like, ſhall carry them off from, and make them ſtand in the way 
of that which is truly for the publick good in Chnrch or State. 
And this .is the want of humility, when we prefer any Inte- 
reſt of ours, or make it to juſtle with the Lords. And would 
to God we had not cauſe to lay onr hands upon our breaſts 
upon this account / Let all the Lords ſervants whom he has 
any way imployed in His work in whatſoever capacity, faithfully 
examine themſelves in this matter : when this or that hath been 
before them that would really have been. beneficial for the pub- 
lick, has not ſome fuch Thought 7 jh.ll loſe by this ;, Sume way 
of advantage that 1 have had will be thereby ſtopt, or, 1 ſhall be 

| eclips't 
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eclips't or overtopt, or T ſha'nt.have ſo much glory of” the work, if it + 
goe ſo, or Thave 4 friend that #&” concerned ; or the like : I ſays 
hath not ſome ſuch kind of thought, ſecretly ſtirring in your mind 
( though it may b! too unobſerved ) made you to oppoſe or at 
leaſt not to be earneſt for, or ſtaunch in what would have been for 
good, yea and It may be ſometimes not in that which is juſt 
or honeit? I make no particular Application or Inſtance here, 
| know good men have their failings, and thoſe who in gene- 
ral do truly feck the Intereſt of Chriſt; may yet in this or that 
parcicular be too much ſwayed by private intereſt, and we muſt not 


preſently caſter them ( eſpecialy if otherwiſe men of worth 
and uſe ) bvcanie of this. ButT heartily with that thoſe ſcales 
of ſelf-intereſt anc alc on. which blind the eyes of many men ; 


might whol:7 taii trom the e,cs of all you whom the Lord 
hai or hail any way improre in his ſervice 'in this 1ſracl, and 
from rhe eycs of every Chriſtian, 

4. Hence, we have born too h1yl 4 ſail . That there hath been 
an affefation 'of Gallantry unbecoming our condition, hath been 
long complained of, and many times teltified againſt in this place 
and on theſe occalions, and that I believe rationally. ' But its 
moſt apparent that this hath exceedingly grown upon us of 
latter times, and is accompanied alſo with /:fictent, if not much 
too great delicacy ot living, wherein we abuſe our mercyes God 
hath given us. Further, 1t 1s not improbable but' that ſome 
for whom Providence hath favourably and honourably caſt their, 
Lot may have been under temptation to have their hearts lifred 
up above their Brethren ; through the gales of Popular applauſe, 
or an overweening eſteem of their own worth or the Largneſs 
of Divine Bounty to them in any remarkable Diſpenſation, or 
the like; to make too much of themſelves, & it may be too — 
others; overlooking, neglecting, or toomuch impoſing. As One ſay 
© It's a hard mattcr for a man to be a painful Preacher, a zealous 
& Profeſilor, a faithful Stateſman, or a man that 
& has laid out himſclf for the Publick any way, Strong. of Cove- 
* but his bcart will ſwell with privy pride mants, page, 266 
© therein, yea even though he do profeſs to- 

« deſpiſe and diſcſteem the praiſe of men. Good Hezekiab 
failed hergin upon occalion wy Erxcious Proyidence gy 
10 
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him. 2. Chron, 32. 24.25. In thoſe dayes Hezehiah was ſick to the death, 
ani prayed to the Lord: and He ſpake unto bim and He gave him 
a ſigne: But Hezekiah rendred 'not- again according to the benefit 
done unto him: for his heart was lifted #p. If there be any ſuch 
with us who have their ſpirits upon any account. whatſoever thus 
raiſed too high, I wiſh they may know themſelves, and have 
more” of the Spirit of Chriſt; as-in other particulars, ſo in 
that of the Meekneſs and Lowlineſs of- His mind. Finally, let 
It not be offenlive if I mention it as a thing worthy of Conſi- 
deration, Whether this Government or the Perſons managing 
it, have not in ſome inſtances born themſelves too high, ailumed 
more than God hath given them full ground for : and if it ſhould 
be ſo, no doubt but that may have been a provocation, and no 
wonder if God threaten to bring you low. 


5. Hence We have not been ſubjeft to Order and Government, civil, 
eccleſraſtical or domeſtical. We have been a Corporation that have 
lived too much in the violation of our own Laws: Of ſome good 
Laws we have been too high to bear the Execution of them at the 
hand of our Neighbours, whether ſuch as were cailed to ſee them 
obſerved, or ſuch as would ſecure themſelves b; them: There 
has been to much of a lawleſs, ungovern'd ſpirit. And for the true 
Order and Government of Chriſt in His Church, hat hath been in 
Jome places little practiſed, in ſome much withſtood, and in others 
Quite overthrown, whilſt power and Government hath been fixed 
in thoſe that ſhould be ruled, and only a liberty to lift up their 
hands left to the Rulers, and together therewith other Ordinances 
of Chriſt have been undervalued and abuſed. ' And as for Fa- 
mily-Government and Order, that is in a great Meaſure loſt 
in,New-Exgland, as thoſe who undeſtand what it 15, do too too 

enſibly complain. 

6. Hence We have ſet other things in the place of GOD. We 
have left God and our firft love to Him. Through want of true 
Poverty of ſpirit, we have not maintained that conſtant feel- 
ing ſenſe of our need of Him, and ſo have ſuffered our ſelves to de- 
Cline and go away from Him, away from that ſtrift and cloſe 
dependance and communion which was ſometimes in Chrittians . 
We haye not been fo carneſtly carefyl to ly alwaics in the yn 
( 
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of a Gracious . Saviour under the full expreſſions of His Love, 


but have been flothful and flumbering in carnal reſt and eaſe, = 2; 


hard and loth to be awakned and ſtirred up to open to Chriſt 
and let Him fully in to our- ſouls, as the Spouſe. Cart. 5. 2, 
3+. --- the voice of my Beloved that knocketh, ſaying, open to me === 
1 have put off my coat, how ſhall I put it on? 1 have waſhed my 
feet, how ſhall T defile them. And our hearts have gone after 
fome other thing, ſome new love, ſome vanity or other, which 
we have entertained, embraced and ſet in God's place: and 
theſe we have Idolized, ſet our hearts upon them, and given 
morc than their due to them. Thus we have done to the 
World, we have fallen down to that, and that hath lifted us 
up in our minds, wherein we have violated that folemn caution 
God left with His People to be minded by them when in a riſe- 
ing condition in the World. Dent, $8. 12. 13, 14. Beware leſt 
' when thou haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly Houſes, and 
dwelt therein 5 And when thy Herds and thy FElocks multiply, and 
thy Silver and thy Gold i multiplied, and all that thou haſt us mul=- 
tiplied: Then thy heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy 
God. Truly here is onr main wound, and the great caufe of* 
God's Contrdverſie with us, that we are declined and gone 
off ſo much from God, from the life and power of Grace and 
Godlineſs, from keeping our hearts ard walking with God ; 
and have ſuffered other inferior things to take up, fill and take 
away our hearts. Rev. 2. 4. Nevertheleſs ( notwihiſtarding all 
that was commendable among them, in purity of Dotctrin & War- 
ſhip, and travel in God's work and ſervice) 1 have fomenhar 
againſt thee becarſe thou haſt left thy firſt love. Theſe inward 
ſoul-declenſions and decayes, and goings off of the heart from 
God, were very offenſive to him : as Eztk. 6. 9. "eraſe I am 
broken with their whoriſh heart which hath departed from me "#0 
with their eyes which goe a whoring after their Iaols., In like man- 
ner, it is not unlikely, Þut we have abuſcd the moſt glorious 
privilcdges of the Goſpel here afforded, to be in-ſome degree 
and too much haughty becauſe- of God's holy Mountain.” Zeph. 
3. 11. So docs want of true humility and poverty of ſpirit 
expoſe us to abuſe the beſt things. And if there be any other 
particular whereig this people have incurred like guilt, I kad 
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much rather they ſhould take notice of it themſelves than hear 
it from mee. Whatever it be that men have their eyes upon, 
whether any thing they ſuppoſe in themſelves, or any thing 
that hath'*been done for them, or any priviledge beſtowed up- 
on them, theſe cannot give them reſt and ſecurity in God's 
Favour, and it will be an error to have recourſe t9, or depend 
vpoz them for divine ProteCtion, while we neglect true humility 
poverty of ſpirit and trembling at God's Word. There is ma- 
ny a tall Eliab, that even ſome Sammels may think to be aſlu- 
redly favoured of God, which yet God will reject : But the true 
{pirit of David which we have in P/al. 131. Lord my heart ts not 
harghty ©&c. He never will rejcct. 

7. Hence, We have been Inpatient of Reproof ;, though neceſſary, 
wracrly, and without Reflettion, Too much uncircumciſed in heart 
and cars, reſiſting, or turning away from the Holy Ghoſt ſpcaking 
to us #r, and by his Word. The form of Religion, to ma- 
ny 'lifred up therewith, is ( as One ſpeaks ) a 57 Coat to their 
ſins, to turn the ſharpeſt reproofs that can be leyelled againſt them. 
It was fo with that people, Zech. 7. 11. 12. They refuſed to 
bearken and pulled away the ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears that 
they ſhould not hear, yea, thry made their hearts as an Adamant 
ſtone, leſs they ſhould hear the Law, and the words which the Lord 
of Hoſts hath ſent in His ſpirit by the former Prophets. And we have 
reaſon to acknowledge & be humbled that it has been too much 
- with us; that ſo much unwillingneſs 70, impaticnce of, and in- 

Corrigibleneſs under the Reproots of God's Word , hath ſhown 

it ſclf among us. 


» 


II. Conſider Ihat we have ſuffered for wart of this humble ſpi- 
7it. This hath been the procurer of all our ſorrows, that we 
have bcen- no more humble and ſubmiſſive unto God. For this 
we have becn threatned : It was ſaid upon a like Occaſion, 

now twelve years agone, ** Probable it is, 

Sce Mr, Oakes his © that it muſt be ſome ſharp 2ffliftion, ſome 
Elec, Serm. p. 25. © {marting Rod, or fore Tryal that muſt 
© come upon theſe Churches, to reduce them 

© generally to their old ttembling frame of ſpirit at the Word 
*« of God. Whcther the whole of what God intended by 
theſe 
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and like words, be come upon us, is yet a queſtion : but 


much we have ſuffered, - which we may. juſtly reckon to this, 


account : God has brought many of our fears upon us, becauſe 
we have been too high to anſwer His Calls, and we know 
not what He may doe more therein. 1ſai. 66. 4. ---- and wilt 
bring their fears upon them, becauſe when I called none did anſwer, 
when 1 ſpatg they did not hear, but they did cvil before mine eyes, 
and choſe that in which 1 delizhted not. God hath drawn out His 
ſword againſt us, and hath given it a charge to devour round 
about our Coaſts, and many have fallen down flain by it. God 
hath blown upon the Labour of our hands, by Blaſtings, Flouds, 
Drouglts, and loſſes by Ship-wrecks and otherwayes; and of 


what hath remained he hath” found out continual waies for dif- , 
burſment, to make and keep us empty- God hath ſent fore 


Sickneflſes and Peftilential diſeaſes upon us which have ſorely 
waſted us. God hath again and again contended by terrible 
Fires, which have eat up a great part of our pleaſant Enjoy- 
ments. He has alſo fruſtrated our expeCtations and hopes ma=- 
ny wayes : asSit is Jer. 8. 15- We looked for peace but ng good 
came ;, and for a time of health, and behold trouble, Now all theſe 
things God hath done to humble us; for we are His'.cofEnant 
People : we have not been therefore humble enough” The 
Lord's goodneſs would not have ſuffered Him to doe thus, if our 
badneſs did not force Him to it Jer. g. 7. Therefore thus ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts, behold, I will melt them, and try.them : for 
how ſhall I doe for the daughter of my people? q. d. © What 
c« other courſe can I take but this according to the nature of man ? 
* The Gold-{mith hath no other way to ſcpe- 

<« rate the droſs from the mettal but by melt- Charnock, Artrrib, 
& ing it down. Its when the impurities and page. 657» 

« unhumbledneſs of His pcople neceſſitate Him 

* to this proceeding, that God ſits as a Refiner and brings hum- 
& bling diſpenſations upon them. All that we have ſuffered and 
h-en threatned with, it has been but neceſlary for us ; /e/s would 
not bring us to tremble before God, and in our ſelves: And Oh 
that this might! God could yer, and doubtleſs would fave vs, 
give us favour with Himſelf and what wee ſhould necd elſwhere, for 
the continuance of our mercies, our precious & pleaſant enjoymer 
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It. USE. Exhort. Let this people and every perſon of ns, get «ant 
keep in this frame of ſpirit mention'd in the Text and Doftrine,, 
to be poor and contrite in ſpirit, and tremble at GOD's Word. 
That which you are now exhorted to 1s, to be true and through 
Chriſtians, and to keep alwayes in a Chriſtian frame of ſpirit, 
or to be eminent in the exerciſe of Chriſtianity. For this re- 
al poverty and contrition of ſpirit and trembling at God's Word 
is to be found no where elſe, but where true grace is, and 
where the ſpirit of Chriſt dwels and Rules. You are herein 
e£xhorted to be Chriſts true Scholars and followers. at. 11. 
29. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek, and 
{lowly in heart, Phil. 2. 5. Let ths mindbe in you, which was alſo- 
in Chrift Jeſus. To be and carry like Chriſtians indeed. 

I. Motive. Conſider the diſadvantage of being without this ſpi= 

#it. In ſeveral reſpeCts, 
1» The Word you hear will doe you no good. Pride is an ene« 
my to profiting. © Ir is obſerved that the ground whereon the 
. « Peacock that proud bird tits, is barren: the heart where: 
Watſpr. & Pride fits is barren. The Word muſt be received 
* — in meekneſs, that 1t may be ſavingly efficacious. Ja. 1. 21. 
While'men remain in the pride and unhumbledneſs of their hearts, 
whatever their profeſſions be, and whatever they may dve, the beſt 
counſels & cautions will not work kindly upon them. A People will 
never be bfought to do their buſineſs throughly with God, in come 
Pliance with His Word, till they be brought to fuch a trem- 
bling frame. Ezra. 10. 3. Now therefore let us make 4 covenant 
With our God, to Pit away =-=--- according to the counſel of my Lord,, 
and "of thoſe that tremble at the Commandment of our God, and let 
#t be done according to the Law, There muſt be an awful, ſanCtify- 
ing, reverential, fiducial fear in all our Tranſations. with God, 
otherwiſe they will be but 'formal, Hypocritical, vain and lu-- 
dicrous ; there -will' be no good effet of the Word of God up- 
on us. The Lord's Words will indeed do good and come to ſome- 
thing in thoſe that walk uprightly. £ich. 2. 7. But it is expreſ- 
ly declared, that his foul which. is lifted up, is not upright in 
him. Hab, 2: 4. Therefore ſuch will doe nothing to purpoſe: 
with God, in attending to His Word, let it be ſpoken _—_ ſo 
| plainly 
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lajnly, clofely, folemnly and frequently. Neither will the Wor 
poken go down with an unhumbled people, unleſs it be ſack 
as ſuits 'them, they not ſo much deſiring that their wills ſhould 
be brought to the Word, as that the Word ſhould be brought to 
their wils, A ſad Inſtance we have of this Jer. 43. 1.2. Ard 
it came to paſs, that when Jeremiah had made an end of ſpeaks 
#ng unto all the people all the words of the Lord their God, for which 
the Lord their God had ſent him to them even ail theſe Woras ;; 
Then ſpake Azariah the ſon of Hoſhaiah, and Johanan the ſon of 
Kareah, ard all the proud men, ſaying wnto Jeremiah, thou ſpeakeſt 
falſly ; the Lord our God hath not ſent thee to ſay, goe nut Cc, 
Notwithſtanding their ſolemn profeſlion. Chapr. 42. 5, 6. Therx 
they ſaid to Jeremiah, The Lord be a true and faithful wit- 


neſs between us, if we doe not even according to all things for the, 


which the Lord thy God ſhall ſend thee to us, whether it be good 
or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our 
[God to whom we ſend thee, that it may be well with us, when we 
obey the voice of the Lord our God. | 

2. This will make men that they will not be afraid when God 
% diſpieaſed with themſelves or others ; When fin.is committed or 
Judgement threatned. Jer. 36. 23. 24. And it came t9 paſs, 
that when Jehudz had read three or four leaves, he cut it ſth the 
penkyife, and caſt it into rhe fire that was on the hearth, until all. 
the roll was conſumed in the fire that was on the hearth, yet they were 
mot afraid, mor rent their garmeuts, netther the King nor any of 
his ſerugnts that heard all theſe Words, This is from an in« 
ward ſtoutneſs and unſubduedneſs of heart. Hence many  @' 
profeſlat, can be looſe in his walk ; formal and flighty in Re- 
ligious duties ; careleſs of the Sabbath ; indulge his corruptions z 
comply far with ſome fins of the times ; negle&t the truſt. and 
charge committed to him: and yet his heart not. ſmite h 
the thoughts hereof do not trouble him, nor make hit afraid. An 
this is a dangerous thing. | 

3. This will expoſe «s to Miſery and Deſtruftion. If we ſhould 


have no other Moleſtation come upon vs any way, yet if we be. 


without this ſpirit of awful fear and trembling before God, we 


ſhall be like enough quickly to ſink in our own ruines, under , 


the eight of our pride and other corvuptions: Jer: 44: 10,12, 
&r COL: The 


f 2.3 
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They art not humbled even to this day, neither have they feared, wor 
walked in" my Law, nor in my Statmtes that I ſet before you «and 
before your Fathers, Therefore thus ſaith the Lord of - boſts, the God 
of Iſracl, Behold I will ſet my face againſt you for evil, and to 
cit off all Fudah. For in ſetting up our ſelves, we reject and 
forſake God. And this, People have been told that it they 
{forfake God, God will caſt them off for ever . 1. Chron 28. 
9g. Uzyiah's ſelf-exaltation emboldned him to. venturre upon 
ſuch things as were the occaſion of his deſtruſtion. 2. Chroy. 26. 16. 
But when he was ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to his deſtruttion, 
for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord, and wert into the Lemple of 
the Lord to burn Incenſe. A heart not duly ſubdued will expoſe mcn 
to venture upon ſuch things as will tend to wound their conſci- 
ences diſhonour Religion, and procure their calamity. - At the world 
Can never heep that man vP) EH) 1 HEUY I 66s tO 4 ef kis ow: ſparat low. 
GOD has not been wont to proſper any People long, however good 
they were, or however good their cauſe were, if their ſpirits have 
been high, and ſo ſhown more of themſelves, than of the ſpt= 
rit- of-Chriſt, as it is too often with God's people. $o true 
IFit "Uo the Holy Ghoſt "ſaith, Prov. 29. 23. A mans pride 


ſball grime him low. and Chapt. 16. 18. Pride” goath before de 
ftruttion; and an haughty ſpirit before a fall. If Hezekiah's heart 
be lifted up, there is a Diſpenſation of wrath near, 2. Cho. 
32. 25+ =--=- for bis heart was lifted up, therefore there was wrath 
pon "him ,” and upon Judah and Jeruſalem, The loftineſs of 
man ſhall be made low, God will have it fo. ſar. 2. 11- 17. 
Phe lofty looks of man ſhall be humbled, ad the hanghtineſs of 
anen ſhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in 
that day.” For the diy of the LORD of Heſts ſhall be upon every 
one tht is proud and loftv, and upon every one that is lifted up, and 
herſhall be brought low, Cc. 


TI. Mot. Conſider the Advantage of being of this poor, con4 
' trite and trembling ſpirit. It will be exceeding beneficial many 
wayes . 

1- This will diſpoſe you to acknowledge and ſanitifie the Name 
of God under all Diſpenſations : under all viſitations : To ſce and 
own how God is fulfilling His Word ; making good His threat- 
nings 
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threatnings:/ and executing His, Judgements He. bath. foretald:, 
and fo-to give: Him the ' glory of hen work Ft a 9, Ws 
Then ſad I, 1 will not ' feed you: that; that dycth Jet it aye: and _ 
that that us to; be ent - off, let it he cur off, ana tet USES an way © 
one the fleſh of | another. © And I; took my Paff,, even Beanty," ang 
Cut it aſunder, that I might break, my covenant which 1 had made with 
this people. | And it was broken in that day : and. ſo the poor of the 
_ they \ waited. porn me knew, that it was the Word, of te 
Lon * ' 4 , = | | , >. : 

2. "This will diſpoſe you to that Adowrning and weeping which we 
have.mow need to attend upon God. with. We have .reaſqn to make 
this day, yea theſe dayes wherein God is affliting us. ;-and theipg: 
years wherein we are ſeeing evil, ,to-be tines of Mourning and Sors 
£0w., 'The Lord Gad calls to weepings we look. qver. our 
Jook: unto. Chriſt; whom we- have peirced. by jour. ſing, and Joc 
aud goe after God in attendance to His word, weeping and maug 
ning . yg * 

3. 'This will ſpirit and diſpoſe you- to embrace and. prattiſa' a8 
thoſe counſels have been given you iy: the Lord's Nane, and {rom bys 
Word. . To attend all . thoſe: Duties the. Lord xequirey,,gþ.yo4- 
F the: Queſtion be ask't;, What. does. God now \,laok-tor. © ogy 
us? - The Anſwer is in Det. 1012s - Ad n2wy - Iſrael, ws 
the Lord thy God require of thee, but to-fear the Lord thy, God, 40 
walk, in all His wayes, and ta love Him,' and to ferue the LORD* 
thy GOD with all thy heart and with all thy ſoub .,. Yay eo ; 
not look for any thing in partieutar,;frou me gow-,, Much hath « 
been plainly ſpoken from God. -to this, people . again” an 
again: God hath told us bis mind fully, .what, He. would. haye- 
us doe, and where our life lies-Deut. ,32:-46, 47, Set your... hearts 
anto all the words which I teſtifie among you this day, = JA it 1s 
mr a vain thing for you ;. beeauſe it your life, \, And it we b | 
this: ſpirit that 1 am now pleading For, we; ſhould then be: 
ready. to riſe up to doe: the. words. of -ahe. |. ord, ., whictv we, have: 
beard from Him and thereupon to-engage: ins ſaving» and Jaſt- 
ing. work of Reformation .. |. It would. raife- us: to. an excel- 
tent temper in Chriſtianity 3» $0 'be - bigh.. in- worth, but !9w in 
ſpirit ; to doe” mucly'for Sos 8A thiak, little yy ſelyes.. 

4 This-will give us cce/x tg, a4, arceptence, with God in proyes.. 
Pal. 10. 12, Triſh, 0 Lord, 0 God, lift up thine #79 ,, for- 
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free not the humble. ver. 17. Lord thou hift heard the deſire" df the 
:Damble : Thou wilt prepare their heart, - this | wilt cauſe thy ear. to 
hezr. God ſotnetimes''denies th hear His: own people's \pray- 
ers, when their ſpiffts tc 6t Þo low-as they ſhould be . - + And 
how often hath Gpd refuſed to hear or prayers! But here is a 
way to have Certain Audience'at the Tl:rone of Grace. - Fſal. 102. 
16, 17. When the Lord. ſhall build : wp - Zion : _ He ſball appear in 
His glory. Ht will tg atd tht prayer of the deſtitute, and quot deſpiſe 
their co New-England had never more need of importy- 
nate. earneſt *praying* Wo to as*if 'we be wanting now in im- 
ortuning mercy from. beaven” A People or perion-become 
peechleſs in this 'reſpet is near to death. Pray. therefore we 
muſt and ought, and *jf we would-be heard 'and accepted, we 
{muſt get our hearts ba ſpirits thus 'metkly-and hombly dif 
Poſed. could ' not*dver-Iook-them' when thus humbly pray« 
mp. YJer:« 31018, 19, '20." Þ have 'futely heard Epbraim bemoan 
s3ng himſelf thus, Thou haſt ebafiſed me and I was chaſtiſed, as 
bullock, unateuftom'd to the yoke: "Turn thou mee, and I ſhall be tur- 
ned, for. thin art the Lird my Gol, Surely, after that 1 was turned, 
F repevted * © Aid after that 1 was inſtrutted T ſmote upon my thigh * 
'T was. aſhamed yea" evtht confolinded, becaiſe 1 did bear the reproach 
7 


"ty youth.” 1; Eplit aim my dear ſon # 15 he « pleaſant child? For 
bo ſoo arainf him 1. ao raft xr bim ftill : there 
fore yay of are troubled for him ; I will ſurely have mercy upon him, 
ſaith rhe Lord. ve. "4 
3." This wilt diſpoſe us/to Patience and erduring under all Suffers 
"#7. The heartithat'ts not traly broken and  meek'ned, finds 
It hatder to conipott with, and bear- quietly that which is con- 
trary t*him without flinching-one way or other ; either on the 
one; tiand by fuccumbing and yielding to the Temptation ; or 
the other, by diforderly flying "out beyond his Duty. The 
, - Hiſtorian gives 'that as 'the reaſon why Origen faultred 
Niceph ye_whp of Ternptation, © qui4 virtutum omnum parents 
p. 730.” ſumniſſione & | bunilitate excidiſſet : becauſe he had loſt 
or wanted" the Mother of all virtnes, Aumiity and low- 
tineſs. But the Contrary is obſerved of Athanaſius, as the cauſe 
of his Conſtancy that ſteel'd him againſt-all his Adverfaries. and 
Sufferings ; that he was 7pſclar toirergoir, rapeinog de ro Fon 
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He ' was 8s truly low in ARA, 4 really high in worth, He had 
great attainments, but was very humble and lowly under all. By 
this humble meek frame of ſpirit we fhall be enabled with Patt-' 
ence to cndure under all Tryalis, whatever we may meet with. 


6. This will give ground for, and frurthtr our Faith axd Reljante on the 
Lord., The bwnible Centurion had great Faith.” Mar.'8. 8- Lord, P 
am not worthy that thou - ſhouldft come under ' ny | Roof : but ſpeak; 
the word only, and my-;ſervant ſball be bealed. The more hum- 
ble 'we are, the more we' hall . be diſpoſed to believe aright,- 
without any mixture of- 'preſumption :-- and the more ground 
we ſhall have to beleeye: Let New-England 'be humble,” and 
New-England ſhan't fail t6 de happy . \Tt* is dnly the contrary: 4 
hereto that will undoe us . If we be poor and Tow in our ſelves, 
we may truſt in the Lord for His Salvation. Zeph. 3. 12. ---- 
an, affiitted and poor people, and they fhall truſt <=. Tai. 14. 32. 
=== the poor of His People 'ſhall truſt ----= God will have His 
time to appear for the joy of thoſe that tremble. at His Word: 
Iſai. 66. 5. To make the ' firſt-born of the -poor*to freed, and 
the needy to ly down” in fafety.” Chapt. 14. 30: ' To make the 
meek to encreaſe their joy in the Lord, and the'poor among 
men” to rejoice in the Holy O N E of Iſrael. Cap. 29. 19. 
yea to tread down the lofty. Chapt. 26. 5. 6: And' God'calt 
eaſily make the deſignes and hopes of ſach as' would, or haye 
already in heart ſwallowed" the poor” of His people, to 'be' but 
empty dreames. Chapt. 29. 8. If we be truly humble, God's A& -- 
ſhall not cut us down, but His hand ſhall lift us pp in' de 
time. 1, Pet, 5.6, Humble your ſelves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that He ' may exalt you '1n due time; God knowes © 
how to wake diſtinftion between the humble, and_the proud, . 
when his Wrath "makes the grezteſt confuſjon © in the-Wworld . 
When we are once brought to this Frame of Spirit, 'we may look 
for good tofollow : The more humility and lefs Pride in Chriſtians, 
the nearer we may ſuppoſe good times. We carror( faith* One )ex« 
pett thoſe glorious days, which are to commence upon the fall of Antieyriſt, 
rill we ſte all Chriftians ſincerely ſet upon acſtroying what it Antighriſſian 
im themſelves. LAT 0 EN | 
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And a fpirit of Self-exaltation is ſuch. They are God's ferret, 
hamble, trembling , broken-hearted People, lying in the bow» 
els of the country ,. that muſt be the Riſe of all our Salva- 
tion. Job, 22. 29. When men are caſt down, then thou ſhalt 
ſay, thire. is 4 lifting up: and Hee ſhall fave the humble perſon, 
ket a: degenerate , backſliding people, - that have been under 
divine , Correction, thus humble themſelves, and God will re- 
turn. .ro them with mercy. Levit. 26. 40, 41, 42. If they 
fall confeſs their iniquity, <«--- that they have walked tontrary units 


their uncircumciſed hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the 
tſhment of. theiv twquity: Then. 1 will remember my Covenant 


kumble His people, before He give birth to His promiſes ; to bring 
gown their hearts, before He fill them and raiſe them with 6 
L - and, $. to ſtrike them dumb. in a holy ſelf-abhorrency _ 

« Confulion,; before He open their: mouth in praiſes.' Job. 40. 
3, *26. & 42. 6, ---- 10, , We have therefore enconragement 
and all Reaſon on every hand, to imitate thoſe more eminent 
and illuſtrious Saints, which are noted by the Elders round 
about the Throne in the Revelations, who caſt not only theme« 
| ſelves but there Crowns down before the Lord ; laid all their 
+. Honour, Worth, or Endowments at the Lord's feet, as ſenſi- 
+. ble of, and acknowledging their own utter emptineſs and une« 
© © Forthinols, Chape. 4- 10. 


o 


MW” I ſhall be brief in the DireCtions. 


"Dire. I... Ge: 4 rea! apprebenſion of the Lord's moſt excellent 
ſoveraigrty., and Glory. That we be perſwaded that it oxght, 
and willing that it ſhow/d be ſo, that God ſhould be every way 
Pre » and we be nothing. None was meeker than Aoſes, 
| whom God had diſplayed His glory, and talked face 
to face. . Then ſhall. we be loweſf in our ſelves, when God 
| is higheft and moſt lifted up in our hearts. Iſai. 6. 1, = 5- 
"> 1 fw alſo the Lord fitting upon a Throne, high and lifted up, 
*. and His train filled the Teppls: Aboye it ſtood the Seraptums — 
"= 6-4 : We 
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#e., and that 1 alſo have walked contrary unto them , --- If then. 


With | Jacob. === axd. 1 will remember the Land.. And it "is God's, 
Manner . in his ſignal Diſpenſations of Favour to His People, to 


| 
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| =fd one *cryed unto another and ſaid, Holy, "Holv, Holy is the oy 
LORD. of hoſts; - the whole earth is full of His glory. And * 
the .poſts of the door moved at the voice of him that cryed, 2 2 
and the houſe was filed with ſmoke, Then id I, wo is me 
for I am undone, becauſe | am a man of unclean lips. 

Dir. HI. Get a threugh ſenſe of your ſins, and tht deſert of thery, 
How could we look high; or how could we chooſe but lye 
low, if we underſtood our ſelves what we had dore, and what 
we are ? We muſt needs think the leaſt mercy too good for 

- Us. There is fin enough in the Country, and in our hearts, ( had - 
' wea ſenſe of it) to break and humble us. Ezek, 36. 31. Then ſhall 

ye remember your own evil wayes, and your doings that were 

not good, and ſhall loath your ſelves in your own ſight, for your, 
iniquities, and for your abominations- 

Dir. III. Live beholding and eyeing the Lord Jeſus. Look to 
Ais Example. Mat. 11. 29. Learn of me, for I am meek and 
-Lowly in beart. And look to Him for influence to break and 
bring down our hearts. We are all ſick of a bard and proud 
heart, and if ever we deſire to be healed of this woful diſeaſe , 
we muſt have recourſe to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and never 
leave meditating of His low eſtate and breakings for us, till we 
find virtue coming out of Chriſt, to break and humble our 
hearts, and He who ſmiteth through the proud_in Judgement, 
do ſmite through our pride in Mercy, 

Dir. IV. Look to, and improve the Lords gracious Promiſes for 
the giving this Spirit to his Church and People, In the ſenſe of —- 
the unbrokenneſs and unhumbledneſs of our hearts, mourn and” * 
cry to the Lord, and plead with Him to remember His holy. 
Covenant-promiſe, and to perform it for, and wrto us4; Exch. 
36. 26. A new heart alſo will I give you and a new ſpirt I'will 
put within you, and 1 will take away the ſtony heart out of your 

fleſh, and give you an heart of fleſh, Zech. 12. ro. And 1 will 
pour upon the Houſe of David and upon the Inhabitants of Jer«« 

ſalem, the _ of grace and of ſupplications &c. * 

Dir. 5. Turn the Ambitious working of ou hearts another way... 
Cure this malady by Diverſion : + Turn it into that Channel 
wherein it may run : Let our Ambition be to pleaſe, and be 


ACCep= . 
ted of God: 2. Cor, 5. g. Wherefore we lavowr, thet _— 
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- preſent or abſent we may be-accepted of im. © FT We labout T Philoce- 
mounetha, we are ambitious, carried away by a holy Ambition. 


we had more of it!) which is defireable and commendable. 2. 
Chron. 17. 6. And hu heart was lifted «p in the wayes- of "the Lord, 
And the more this grows, and prevailes, the more w?!} it ſuck 
© dry that unb:coming elation of ſpirit. Bethereiore lecking and 
ſtriving for that Honour which comes from God only , - and 
This will further you in the Obedience, Comfort, Joy, and 


For a Cloſe of this Diſcourſe, this Dof@rine and Exhortation 
"may by a particular Application 'be propoſed 
TL To Rulers: Such as are yet betruſted with the Charge of 
*2his people. Honoured and much eſteemed ! You are hence 
<xhorted. 
t. Fo Labour for a large meaſure of this ſpirit of humbleneſs of 
" mind and mechreſs in your ſelves. You need tit to make You 
meet for your work, that You may be accepted therein of 
God and men. -. There are other things indeed that may buoy 
You np in the favourable opinion of men, for fome time ; but 
there is. nothing can give You a laſting room in the hearts of 
wiſe and gaod men like this. But that which is more, this 
only can give You. a ſtanding under Divine Favour and Ac« 
"xeptation ; and of this you need a great degree, eſpecially uns 
_ der the circumſtances of the preſent Time, to bear all the Cone 
»Ficts,: Hardſhips and Diſcouragements You meet with. Wren 
- $God thoſe a man to lead his people in a Wildernefs of Lifts 
aities, Dangers, Sufferings and Temptations, He c'ic Aoſes 
"the _meckeſt man in all the earth ; one able, throns.. the uns 
timacy of bis acquaintance with God, to bear things incolerg- 
| ble- unto others : And yet notwithſtanding even _-+»/45'$ ſpte 
rit-was fometimes toomuch provoked. What nc-u tic have 
You to be eminent in this reſpet, to be beyond «©--ption-for 
trie Gofpel-Humility and ſubjeftion to the Wora ot God, to 
”” be wholly  mortified to Self, tothe Pride, Vanit;, Yrofi., Ex- 
» $5, Grandure and Loye of the World. - 
"4... - op - 
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There is an Elevation of ſpirit in the wayes of God (ol that ' 


* fruits of Faith, and this fruit of it Humility and Meckrefs. Joh. 5-44. 
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3% Tolabow to promote this ſpirit and frame in the People mitler Your 


charge , - If God continue -You that: are from among. owſelves 
in-this Truſt,-'Your faithfal endeavours in this matter will Kill 


be 'expeted. Remember that You rule- not only over meng: 


but- over a People 'of God, ( though indeed too fadly\ declined 
and degenerate ) and therefore You are to take-care-t0. manage 
them fo- as may ſet and leave them -under the higheſt degree 
of Divine Acceptation ; that is'to be as humble and - trembling 
under the word of God as may be. What therefore may be 
done to convince of, and deter- and recover- this. people from 
Sin vf all kinds: and what may bedone to encourage, Lraw on 


ro, and ſettle this People wnder a careful attendance to all good, 


works in the Reverential fear of God; This is Your Work = 
In which the LORD guide, proſper, and long continue You. 


II. This Exhortation may be propoſed To the Lord's ſera 
wants im the Miniſtry, Fathers, and Brethren, fuffer this word 
of Exhortation from the unworthieſt of your Order, or rather 
from-your Lord Jefus' Chriſt : Shew your ſelves Patterns, as in. 
other things, ſo 1 the H:mility and meekxeſs of your ſpirits, the con- 
trition and brokennefs of your bearts, awful trembling at God's. 
Word, and in» the Adminiſtration of His Worſhip, and laboxr to 
promote this frame in the Lord's people, by ſhewing them their fins 
1n the vileneſs & deſert of them, & by ſetting before them the Ma- 
jeſty-and Glory of God. When God hath eminently improved ſuc- 
ceeded and honoured to the laſt any of his ſervants in the work of 
the Miniſtry, He hath given them a good meaſure of His Spirit« 


Our Work is ts receive the Word from God's mouth, and to, 
_ £ive His people warning from Him : To both which a larger mea 
ſure 'of this ſpirit 1s necetlary; fo much as is get cealily : or, 


preſently attained. It was ſome 15-me, before ys ſpirit at 
Horeb the mount of God, was ſufficiently- prepafed: to an awfut 


regard -of the Divine preſence, and to the receiving the Lord's 


meſlage- Firſt a great and ſtrong Wind rends*, the mountaing,, 
breaks in peices the Rocks before the Lord :. after the wind, an 
earth-quake, and after the Earth-quake, a Fire : and affer all theſe 
the Lord appears in a ſmall: ſtil] voice, and then E!ij44 wraps 
his face in his wantle, ang in that awful poſture receives _ 
min 
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_ mind of God: Ti Ring. 19. rr,r2, 13+ To 1ſaiob the; Lord 
appears in ſuch glorious manner (as makes him cry out, Woe 
is me, for Lam undone; becauſe 1am a'man ok unclean lips; and:: | 
then He-gives kim and ſends. him upon: his: ſpecial errand to. his 
people. »1ſai. 6. This. ſpirit alſo is..needful for the due dehi- 
very of the Lords mind to His. people. 2. Tim.. 2. 24,25. The 
fervan of the . Lord muft ----- be gentle, -== patient,. in mecekpsſs in- 
ſerufting &c. Whatever meſſage we havez whether of Mercy or 
Ffudgment, our ſouls ſhould be feelingly and: heart-breakingly , 
concerned. for thoſe to whom: we ſpeak. In the diſcharge of our 
'Fruſt, as we are ſpecial ſervants of Jeſus Chrift, we ſhould have: 
Tmnuch of His ſpirit, who could not denounce Judgment againſt 
Fers/alem without many tears and cenyotgy wy, « for them.. -Zuk., | 
\29. 41; '44. And when he was come near, he beheld the city,' and! 
wept over #t, ſaying, If thou hadſt known even thou, at leaſt in this thy 
#ay, the things which- belong wunto thy peace ! but vow they are- hid” 
from 'thine- eyes. For the day ſhall came upon thee, that thine enemies, 
ſhall caft a trench about- thee, &c. F need not ſay what, preſent: | 
e2ufe there is for the Lord's faithful Watch-men to . be -alike: 
affeCted. for Zion, And in all our Adminiſtrations; we; 4 
be carried forth with a full ſenfe of our own weakneſs, 
worthineſs. What a nothing does: the great Apoſtle Paul 
2uany Jf hinfelf in the whole of his miniſterial converſation !, 
4 labowred more abundantly than they. all ; yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me; 1. Cor:i19. 1Q. In nothing am I behind the 
ery chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, though 1 be nothing. 2:Cor. 12. 11. 

III. Finally, this Exhortation: is propoſed to all the People of 
whe Land, You are a profeſling- People, and. do ſomething. in; - 
Religion externally; but all your Profeflion, and all that you.doe, 
will Fenibe-wd come to nothing, if this ſpirit. be wanting, What; 


* One ſayes of Thanks, is true of all 'Worſhi and Service: -y 
formed 'to God's The value of it reſolves is ſulf whoky rad ge 
frame and: Diſpoſuion 'of the heart . You have- the more: need; 
& be jealons of your ſelves, for many times Chriſt's own Di-, 
Fiples. don't Know their own ſpirits: Thers is a height of 2ain 
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- In the provocation and as in the day of. temptation "1p-the | Wilderneſs. 
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fornetimes that wnder a Zeal for the Lord's work and glory grows. S 


R 
inſenſibly upon them, notwithſtanding their converſe 11h, and 
conſtant attendance «por the Lord, infomuch that they doe hence 
expoſe themſelves to the Lords rebuke. L»k, g. 54, 55» Ard 
when his Diſciples James and John ſaw this, they faid, Lord, wilt 
thou that we command fire to come down from Heaven, and conſume 
them, even as Elias did. Bmt he turred and rebuked them, and 
ſaid, ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of. O therefore 
look to your hearts, take heed to your ſpirits, that there be 
no Pride, Loftinefs or ſinful Diſcompoſure lodging there. La+ 
bour to be within that promiſe which makes over the great 
Bleſling of the Kingdom of Heaven ; of Comfort, and an In- 
heritance 'on the earth to the poor in ſpirit, that mourn and 
are meek. Mat. 5. 3, 4, 5- As for your outward concerns, thofe of 
this Day and the like, ſeeing you have opportunity, and ſo long 
as you ſhall have opportunity to be managing of them, I wiſh 
you may ſhew your ſelves meek, humble, patient, felf-denying, 
forgiving ſuppoſed errors and wrongs: Laying aſide inconvent- 

Ent or unreaſonable diſguſts;” not leting Anger to reſt in your bo- 
Tomes ; and that however God may further try you m theſe 
things, that a ſpirit of patience and quiet ſubmiffion to any fuch 
Diſpenſation as is according to God's Will, may ever poſleſs you,, 
while you both render to Cefar the: things which are Ce/ar's, 
and to God the things which are God's. But your great buſi- 
neſs is with God, and the moſt proper advice I have to offer 
therein is, . 

Get and be of a poor and contrite ſpirit and'trembling at .the Word 
of God.. Let your hearts come down and.lye low beforggo8 andi 
as the ſheep of His hand hear his voice P/aL 95. 6, 7 come 
Bet vs worſhip and bow down, let us kneel before the Lords os "maker, 
For þe is our God, and we are the people of His paſture "Wd. the  ſbeey* 
of bis hand :. to day if ye will hear his woice harden not your heart as © 


It is hardneſs and haughtineſs of nigns hearts that makes-afi Li- 

Vine Exhortations ineffeftual. Oh heware of. it in the-leaſf degee: 

of it ! Conſider what God: hath done to ſtain. the glory, -of all: - 

Heſh: He will have no fteſh to glory in his. preſence; Confidew.s 

Fhe 4x. is. now iaid.to the root of the tree. Mat, 3 10; Ifowe wilt - 
- 95, Vs Soares wane Rom, oy oma wo 9" 9" 7 
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not lower to bring forth the fruit of true Hamiliation and RE 
pentance, we ſhall be laid low, ven to the ground : But thoſ 
har tremble when the Ax is at the root of the tree, when Jude 
nent.!s gathering in the Cloud, God will look to them, that th 
AX ſhall nor cut them down, nor the ſtorm Iweep then away. - Go 
w1il be to them a Santtu. ry. Tai. 8. 13. 14. Sarttifie the Lor 
of _ Hine, and let Him be your fear, and let Him be you 
{ and He ſſ:all be for a ſanftuary., And they ſhall have reſt i 
the day of trouble le, either by eſcaning, or having full ſuppor 
under it. Heb. 3. 15; 16. Tho: idiF mw: dh. t2Y01 ugh the ſea wil 
thy horſes, through the neap of great waicrs, Vihen TI be, rd, my bel 
treml, led: my lips quivcred = the voice : rottenne('s encred into 7; 
bones, and I trembled in m) ſelf, that I ; {3.3 reſt in the day of troubl: 
We ſhould therefore ſtand trembling b.:cre God under tt 
fenſ2 and apprehenſion of preſent and impending Diſpenſation 
but more eſpecially under the ſenſe of whatiovever evils hay 
kindled the Lords Diſpleaſure, and made Him threaten - Di 
parture from ns' Ezra. 9. 4. and 10. 9. 

Let our whate Courſe, Garb, Guiſe, Converſe and Spirit ſpe: 
Humility and Humikation in ſo humbling a time as this is 
Carry it in*alt things as becomes a poor and an afflitted peopie. 1 a 
ſure you, will be thereby , better Diſpoſed to traſt in the Nam 
of the - LORD, atid” have firm er ground to believe in His Sa 
Vation::-" ,.. 

The Subject therefore 1 have been difcourſing 1s, 1 tre throy 
Grace. 2 ſuitable word: from rhic Lord, as I was delired to pr. 
pare for, p-Qccaſion, .Lhave not deliuned to grarific or 77122 an; 
have al to ſpeak-wh-trhay fall upon the conſci, enF$8 of us all, 5 
_ we are mafe ores guilty: and [I fear we haze been gnilt-; in th 
thing, one way or bther,, molt of us, of winatt 100% er Op::1167 or Al 
prehenſion Ohghat- we might now lift p our {cives no more! Thi 
we might now.lay our hands upon onr mouchs, nnd pur our wont] 
in the dult, if ſo be, there may be hope ! Famous, remarrabie a 
ag iravic might” the- Lord's provident! al op<cr2t.0ns then be | 
us in the eyes of others ; as-well as co! ortable ro our fel: 
Iſii. 14 2. What ſhall On: then auſwer the jg. "3 a the $1.4! 1448 
That the Lyrd hath found: 4 Zion, ana the poor of ins peopie jhail tr:tje 3 
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#dation of, ſo in ſtrengthning, defending, carrying on and ti- 
aing Temple-work among us ſhould not be wanting. .It would 

.£n be well, yea it could not be otherwiſe. At the warſt, though 
all paſſages for Comfort and Relief on Earth were -block't vp, 
vet Heaven would be open to you, whence you might receive Help : 

And whatever ſhould threaten, yet you might ſay with him ( when 

demanded where he would be then, if ſuch a thing as was threat- 

ned ſhould come to pals } that you ſhall be ar in Clo ar tub Calo, 
eithcr i» Heaven or dr Heaven : either der Heavens Pro- 
teftion while you live, or i» Heavens Poſſeſſion if you ſhould” be 

moyed out of this world . 


